Mrs. Randazzo-Bruno
7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

Early American History –Civil War

Contact Information:

E-mail: mrandazzo-bruno@yonkerspublicschools.org
School e-mail is checked Monday-Friday between the hours of 8:35 – 3:15. Responses can be expected within a 72 hour window.  

Phone: 914-376-8430

Appointments:
Appointments can be scheduled by phone, e-mail or written letter.  Please confirm your appointment date and time one day in advance.  
Course Description:

This American History course is a study and inquiry of American history beginning European Exploration, English Colonization, the American Revolution, development of the United States, and ending pre Civil War. This course is designed to help students understand how and why particular events and patterns of events occurred in our society.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with an historical background of the 21st Century.  This course will enable students to understand the geographic, political and economic developments through a literacy lens with a focus on reading and writing in the content area.

Course Expectations: 

Students are expected to respect themselves, their peers and their teachers, always follow directions, be positive in their behavior and attitude, be prepared with supplies, homework and readiness to learn, and have smooth, silent, and seamless transitions.  

Grading Policy: 

A grading policy was sent home with your child.  Homework is graded based on complete or incomplete; failure to complete or make-up missed homework will result in half credit or a zero (each case is different).  Long term writting assignments and projects will be graded based on a rubric and final scores are based on percentage earned out of total points for each assignment.  

For further details on the grading policy please refer to your Grading Policy handout. (All parents were expected to review grading policy with their child and return the lower portion signed and dated.)

Course Policies:

Student Work: Students will be expected to complete assignments outside of class time on a regular basis.  All students are expected to read class material, think critically and write effectively.  I am striving to help them independently explain, expand, and elaborate their ideas.  Students are expected to use complete sentences, use proper grammar and correct spelling in every written performance.  No late homework assignments will be accepted with the exception of absences.  See grading policy for further details.

Homework Folder: All students are required to have a folder designated specifically for homework.  This folder is to go between home and school each day.  
Portfolio:  A portfolio will be kept in class as a record of your child’s progress.  This portfolio will contain assignments, projects, tests and quizzes. 

Group Activities:  You will be working in groups on a regular basis. Your group will be given cooperative learning activities to complete.  You will be expected to be an active member of your group and participation points will be assessed accordingly.  You will always be graded as an individual; however, your group may also earn points together.

Extra Credit: Opportunities for extra credit will be offered from time to time.  Extra credit is extra work above and beyond the usual homework, not work used to cover up missing work.

Uniform: Hostos is a uniform school.  We adhere to the District’s Policy and Guidelines for uniform.  Uniform is expected daily.  For questions about uniform please consult the Yonkers Public Schools Code of Conduct.

***Absences: If a student is absent, it is HIS/HER responsibility to get all work from a peer and return it in a timely manner. If your child has questions they should consult with the teacher.   Please do your best to ensure your child is not absent on the day of an exam or when a project is due.    

Statement for Academic Dishonesty: 

Academic honesty is expected in this class.  Cheating will not be tolerated. Consequences may include:  reduction in grade on assignment, repeat assignment, no grade on assignment or others as deemed appropriate.  Please note, policies regarding academic dishonesty can also be found in the Yonkers Public Schools Code of Conduct.
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